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Nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, and acidity are all very common and necessary nutrients for plant
and animal life. Nifrogen is a very common element in the earth’s atmosphere and is found in all
living things. A colorless, odorless and “inert” element, nitrogen is essential for a plants metabolism,
energy transfer, growth, development, photosynthesis and reproduction. As nitrogen is an important
element of life, so is phosphorus, even though phosphorus has been used to take lives. Phosphorus can
come in 5 different forms, black, violet, red, white, and yellow and is found in the crust. White

phosphorus is used in bombs, explosives and is highly combustible when exposed to oxygen. However
dangerous phosphorus may be, plants use it for photosynthesis, metabolism, development and
reproduction.

Potassium is not found by itself. Sylvite, and carllite are both commonly found with phosphorus in
ancient lake and sea beds. Potassiuw is a soft, silvery metal that can easily be held and cut with a
knife. Potassium is put o use by plants to help photosynthesis, energy transter through cells and
development/growth. Acidity can be measured through a test called a pH test, testing the levels of
acidity in the soil. Acid helps the plant by controlling light and temperature levels in the plant. Some
plants like highly acidic soils while other plants like soil with more of an alkaline base.
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